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Chapter 5: Law, status wealth and power
Introduction
In the United States, one-third of the population is classified as wealthy (Cowen, 2011). Wealth is defined based on the proportion of properties that an individual possesses. Wealth has been in existence for centuries and forms the basis upon which the society is stratified into classes (Cowen, 2011). The stratification of the society falls into major categories of the upper and lower class which is most evident in the United States (Cowen, 2011). It is argued that that wealth is related to power in that people who control the flow of resources in the society come from upper-class stratification of the society. People from the lower class of the community hardly have the power to distribute resource, and therefore their status places them at a disadvantaged edge in which they are termed as inferior due to fewer resource property. 
Wealth which places people into socioeconomic classes causes inequalities in society (Pazzanese, 2016). The recent economic recession in the United States impacted the less wealthy in society more than the upper class of society. This was caused by the lack of employment which influenced the lower level since they depend on daily jobs for existence. The lower class of the society do not have a reserve of wealth that can sustain them during an economic crisis which explains how wealth status impacts negatively on the community.  The wealth gap is extensive and is responsible for the inequalities in the society for example in a study conducted in New York city the economic gap between the whites and the blacks depicted that for every $ 100 owned by a white family, blacks held $ 5 which explains the economic disparities between the rich and the poor (Pazzanese, 2016).
Wealth is a concept that is related to the generational success of a given group of people in society (Pazzanese, 2016). For instance, families that were in power during the ancient times that formed the royal families had a large proportion of wealth that still runs through the generations to the present generations as witnessed in the wealthiest families in the United States. Wealth has a direct relation with power in that people in authority have the freedom to allocate more resources to themselves (Cowen, 2011).  The link of wealth and power is also evident in the type of leaders that are elected in various states and country. For instance, the election of former President of the United States George W. Bush was based on the fact he descended from a family of wealth in that his father was also the president of the United States. The gain of power continues to add wealth to the family as well as power in the society. The royal families hold power and wealth to date which is expected to last for many generations to come.  
The people in power are the people who are in charge of making constitutional law changes, and therefore they have modified the laws to align with their interest (Pazzanese, 2016). The law laws that have been enacted continue to oppress the poor and do not give the poor the freedom to develop and rise in wealth and power.  The people who are in the position of senatorial and gubernatorial power amend the laws of the country which still limits the growth of the lower class of the society. 
The constitution of the United States contains clauses that protect the personal property which is anchored under the British universal laws of tort liability, private property, and the rule of contract (Mills, 2018). This clause meant to ensure that the property of a person is not corrupted and accords the sole ownership. This clause is intended to give power to the wealthy to continue owning their property which defines their wealth for generations.  
Wealth status of a person in a society defines the living standard of a person in society (Mills, 2018). For example, wealthy people obtain an excellent education, housing, medical services, employment opportunities among others Pazzanese, 2016). These are the disparities that re caused by the difference in wealth and power in society.  The wealthy are in control of almost all the activities that take place in the country and gain the chance to obtain resources to themselves. In an attempt to bridge the gap between the rich and the poor the  U.S government has introduced services that are geared towards eliminating the gap such as the offering of free tuition colleges, affordable care and equality in employment opportunities. Given the introduction of these measures by the government, the difference between the rich and the poor remains to be high which can be explained by the top reserve of wealth and power by the upper class. 
On the bright side, there has been progressing in the fight against equality which has been boosted by the existence of an open society where people are given the freedom to access resources and develop themselves (Haass, 2008). Through the start of entrepreneurial ventures, many individuals have succeeded in gaining wealth that was not in the generational families. The open society has allowed people to integrate which grants people access to opportunities for personal and wealth growth. The improvement of infrastructure, as well as wide use of technology, has boosted the development of many societies where many people are beginning to gain wealth unlike in the past years.
In conclusion, wealth and power are interlinked in that people with access to power tend to be wealthier.  Wealth has divided the society into a socioeconomic status where people with access to wealth belong to the upper class while too without access to wealth belongs to the lower class. The social stratification in the societies limits the abilities of members of the societies since specific opportunities are limited to a particular class of people leading to inequalities. The movement of a person from one social class to another is explained by the wealth status of a person which is enabled by the achievements of a person.  Wealth allows a person to exercise political and economic power.
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